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The work of Education Law Center has expanded greatly over more than half a century. While
maintaining a deep commitment to public education in our home state of New Jersey, in states across the
country we engage in impactful litigation; in-depth research; extensive policy advocacy and coalition and
campaign work; and targeted communications in support of public school funding equity, against
education privatization and student discrimination, and to further students’ rights.

Read our Strategic Workplan for 2023-25 for the Key Principles that guide our core areas of work and
an outline of our Goals and Activities related to: School Funding Equity and Adequacy; Diversity,
Equity, Justice and Non-Discrimination for Public School Students; Policy Advocacy and
Communications; and Organizational Management and Health.

Interact with Making the Grade, the highly anticipated, annual report from our Research Team about
school funding in the 50 states, as well as our reports on Resource Equity in the States and our
multiple, Interactive Tools.

Learn about our Public Funds Public Schools campaign, which opposes the diversion of public money
for private education uses and has achieved a series of important victories through litigation, policy
advocacy and research.

Visit our News page frequently for up-to-date communications about our work across states and
areas of focus.

Refer to the menu bar at the top of every web page to access information about our work, and Join
our Network to receive ELC communications directly to your inbox.

Read a brief history of ELC here.

Education Law Center pursues justice and equity for public school students by enforcing their
right to a high-quality education in safe, equitable, non-discriminatory, integrated, and well-
funded learning environments. We seek to support and improve public schools as the center of
communities and the foundation of a multicultural and multiracial democratic society. We
strive to secure and protect the rights of students who are underserved, experience inadequate
learning opportunities, or face discrimination based on race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status,
language, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, immigrant or migrant status, or
disability. To achieve these goals, we engage in litigation, research and data analysis, policy
advocacy, communications, and strategic partnerships and collaborations.

About Education Law Center 
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Elizabeth Athos, Esq.
Senior Attorney,

Educational Equity

Danielle Farrie, Ph.D.
Research Director

Wendy Lecker, Esq.
Senior Attorney, School Finance

& Resource Equity

Mary McKillip, Ph.D.
Senior Researcher

Nicole Ciullo
Research & Policy Associate

Meredith Kilburn, Esq.
Powell Legal Fellow

Jessica Levin, Esq.
Litigation Director/ Director,
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Intake Coordinator
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Program Assistant
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Executive Director
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Finance & Operations Manager

Jennifer Doeren
Director, Partnership for Equity

& Education Rights (PEER)
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Theresa Luhm, Esq. 
Director of Finance, Operations,
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Board of Trustees

Ellen Frede, Ph.D.
Senior Co-Director,

National Insitute for Early 
Education Research

Janel George, Esq.
Georgetown University 

Law Center

Lindsay Heck, Esq.
U.S. Government

Jacqueline Jones, Ph.D.
Former President & CEO,

Foundation for Child Development

Kevin Kelleher
Executive Director,

New Jersey Education Association

Gregory Little, Esq.
ELC Chief Trial Counsel

Janelle Scott, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair,

University of California at Berkely

Clifford G. Stewart, Esq.
The Law Office of C. Gregory Stewart

David Long, Esq.
Attorney

Justice Gary Stein
Pashman Stein

Rebecca Spar, Esq.
Special Education Attorney

Jamal Watson, Ph.D.
Associate Dean,

Trinity Washington University, School
of Professional and Graduate Studies

Kevin Welner, Ph.D.
Professor,

University of Colorado, 
School of Education
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Supporters

Law Firms / Co-Counsel

American Federation of Teachers
ETS
The Fund for New Jersey
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Great Schools New Jersey
Interest on Lawyers Trust Account (IOLTA)
MacMillan Family Foundation
National Education Association

New Jersey Education Association
New York State United Teachers
Prudential Financial
Southern Education Foundation
Spencer Foundation
Taub Foundation
University of Virginia Powell Fellowship
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Arnold & Porter
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Gibbons P.C.
Holland & Hart LLP
Latham & Watkins
Lowenstein Sandler

Pashman Stein
Paul Hastings LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
White & Case
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

ELC would like to thank these foundations, corporations and organizations for their
generous support.

The work we do would not be possible without the tremendous amount of pro bono
support we receive from lawyers in private practice. We are honored to have worked
in partnership with the firms listed below. 
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Ellen Frede, Ph.D.
Janel George, Esq.
Lindsay Heck, Esq.

Jacqueline Jones, Esq.
Kevin Kelleher

Gregory Little, Esq.
David Long, Esq.

Janelle Scott, Ph.D.
Rebecca Spar, Esq.
Justice Gary Stein

Clifford G. Stewart, Esq.
Jamal Watson, Ph.D.
Kevin Welner, Ph.D.

Proud of 
Education Law Center’s 

Work Since 1973
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Valerie Strauss
Former Washington Post Columnist  

Valerie Strauss is an education writer. She wrote at The Washington Post on
local and national education for 30 years and authored The Answer Sheet blog,
which chronicles the most vital issues in the world of education. She is currently
working on a book about education and journalism. Ms. Strauss started at the
Post as assistant foreign editor for Asia after stints at Reuters serving as national
security editor, and at United Press International as assistant foreign editor and
reporter. She was also an editor at the Los Angeles Times. Born and raised in
Miami, she lives in Washington D.C. with her husband, Marc, an attorney. They
have two daughters. One teaches students with autism in Maryland and the
other is a music therapist and musician in Los Angeles.

Ashley Burns
Principal, RALLY

A passionate communications strategist, Ashley focuses on racial and/or gender
equity in education, health, housing, economic empowerment, and other social
issues. From listening sessions with community matriarchs to focus groups in
conservative rural communities, Ashley’s work across the country helps fuel
positive change through capacity building, community engagement, and
messaging analysis. In short, she helps organizations and   coalitions refine their
voice to break through “noisy” landscapes and reach ambivalent audiences in
unexpected ways. Prior to RALLY, Ashley led communications and media events
for international product launches at Microsoft, Minecraft Education, Skype in
the Classroom, LEGO, NASA, and various startups.

John Mooney
Founding Editor, NJ Spotlight

John Mooney is the founding editor of NJ Spotlight News, starting the non-profit
news site in 2009 after more than 30 years in print journalism. A decade later, NJ
Spotlight News was acquired in 2019 by WNET/NJ PBS and is currently its digital
news team in New Jersey. Before NJ Spotlight News,  John was an education
reporter and covered school equity issues in depth with the Newark Star-Ledger
and the Bergen Record, as well as with The  New York Times as a contributing
writer. John received his BA from Wesleyan University.

Keynote Speaker

Respondents
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PROUD TO SUPPORT
EDUCATION LAW CENTER
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ELC has worked tirelessly to protect and strengthen the constitutional rights of the nation’s school
children to public education. As we look toward our future, we invite you to build a legacy in support
of equal educational opportunity and education justice in the United States.

To help you get started, we’re highlighting our partnership with FreeWill, a secure, online estate
planning resource that allows you to plan for your future, protect your loved ones, and even create a
legacy with ELC.

You can support our vital work by designating a gift to ELC. This gift costs nothing today, but ensures
we can continue our fight for fair and equitable school funding, racial justice, and students’ rights for
generations to come. Visit FreeWill.com/EdLawCenter or scan the QR code below to get started.

We’re also excited to share a simple and tax-efficient way for our community to continue to make an
impact and support our work by donating stock to ELC. We ask that you please consider giving
through this non-cash donation method.

By donating stock directly to ELC, you can maximize your impact at less cost to you! This secure,
online resource makes it easy to learn more and create your gift in less than 10 minutes. Donate stock
today by scanning the QR code or visiting FreeWill.com/Stocks/EdLawCenter.

Create Your Legacy and Support ELC With FreeWill

Please contact Kaitlyn Comesanas at kcomesanas@edlawcenter.org with any questions.

Note: FreeWill is not a law firm, and its services are not substitutes for legal advice. You should see an attorney for any specific
questions of concerns regarding your estate plan.
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Learning Policy Institute

Zahavah Levine 

Jessica Limbacher

Matthew Stoloff

Julie Underwood

Jennifer Waldron

ELC thanks the following individuals and
organizations for supporting this event!
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You can continue to support ELC by making a 
tax-deductible contribution now. 

If you prefer, you can mail a check, made out to “Education Law Center,” Attention to:
Kaitlyn Comesañas, Program Assistant, 60 Park Place, Suite 300, Newark, NJ 07102.

28

https://edlawcenter.networkforgood.com/projects/56713-general-fund

