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Research Evidence Against Dismantling the U.S. Education Department:
How to Strengthen Support for Students with Disabilities
Webinar Links

Access a recording of the webinar here and presentation slides here.

Check back periodically for updates to our website: Research Evidence Against
Dismantling the U.S. Department of Education.

Please take a few minutes to fill out our post-webinar survey.

oin ELC’s Network to learn about future webinars in this series.

Cited Research/Policy Reports

Special Education Teacher Preparation, Literacy Instructional Alignment, and Reading
Achievement for Students with High-incidence Disabilities (Roddy J. Theobald, Dan D.
Goldhaber, Kristian L. Holden, and Marcy L. Stein, 2022)

Rethinking Shortages in Special Education: Making Good on the Promise of an Equal
Opportunity for Students with Disabilities (Loretta Mason-Williams, Elizabeth Bettini, David
Peyton, Alexandria Harvey, Michael Rosenberg, Paul T. Sindelar, 2020)

Special Education Teacher Attrition and Retention: A Review of the Literature (Bonnie
Billingsley, Elizabeth Bettini, 2019)

Racial Differences in Special Education Identification and Placement: Evidence Across
Three States (Todd Grindal, Laura A. Schifter, Gabriel Schwartz, Thomas Hehir, 2019)

The racialized construction of exceptionality: Experimental evidence of race/ethnicity

effects on teachers' interventions (Rachel Elizabeth Fish, 2017)

Promoting Cultural Responsivity and Student Engagement Through Double Check
Coaching of Classroom Teachers: An Efficacy Study (Bradshaw, C. P., Pas, E. T., Bottiani, J.
H., Debnam, K. J., Reinke, W. M., Herman, K. C., & Rosenberg, M. S., 2018).
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https://youtu.be/j69kqP9bx0A
https://edlawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Research-Evidence-Against-Dismantling-ED-IDEA.pdf
https://edlawcenter.org/research/evidence-against-dismantling-used/
https://forms.gle/CSPmVCKr3kwZnYok9
https://edlawcenter.org/join-our-network/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1338947.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1338947.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0888406419880352
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0888406419880352
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3102/0034654319862495
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X15301642
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X15301642
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1181996.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1181996.pdf

How the Special Education Teacher Shortage Affects Students with LD, and What to Do About
It (Allison Gilmour, Loretta Mason-Williams, and Elizabeth Bettini, n.d.)

Private School Choice Programs: Is There a Seat for Students with Disabilities? (COPAA,
2026)

Department of Education: Full Costs and Savings Estimate Needed for Reduction-in-Force

Restructuring of the Office for Civil Rights (GAQO, 2026)

Individuals With Disabilities Education Act: Standards Needed to Improve ldentification of

Racial and Ethnic Overrepresentation in Special Education (GAO, 2013)

U.S. Education Department Resources

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)

OSEP Technical Assistance Centers

IDEA Data Center Resource Library

IRIS Center Resources

Guidance on State General Supervision Responsibilities

Advocacy Tools, Resources and Opportunities

Check whether your state has any outstanding issues based on the OSEP monitoring
reports.

Advocate to improve your state’s State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report
(SPP/APR) required by IDEA:

IDEA Part B Data Indicator Card

SPP/APR Toolkit

Contact your representatives: U.S. Department of Education Announces Additional
Partnerships to Break Up the Federal Education Bureaucracy (February 23, 2026)

Read/Share COPAA’s letter opposing the U.S. Department of Education’s proposal to
remove the Significant Disproportionality data collection (February 6, 2026)
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https://ldaamerica.org/how-the-special-education-teacher-shortage-affects-students-with-ld-and-what-to-do-about-it/
https://ldaamerica.org/how-the-special-education-teacher-shortage-affects-students-with-ld-and-what-to-do-about-it/
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.copaa.org/resource/resmgr/pdf/2026-01-24_private_school_.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-26-108320
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-26-108320
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-13-137.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-13-137.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/osers/osep
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-technical-assistance-centers/
https://ideadata.org/resources
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/guidance-on-state-general-supervision-responsibilities-under-parts-b-and-c-of-the-idea-july-24-2023/
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/osers/osep/osep-monitoring
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/osers/osep/osep-monitoring
https://ideadata.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2025-08/indicatorcard-spp-apr-2020-2025.pdf
https://ideadata.org/sppapr-target-setting-toolkit
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-additional-partnerships-break-federal-education-bureaucracy
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-additional-partnerships-break-federal-education-bureaucracy
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.copaa.org/resource/collection/FB227BDB-B917-408A-9993-E58A6F069478/IDEAPartB_SignificantDisproportionality_2.4.2026.pdf

Center for Parent Information & Resources

Find Your Parent Center

Advocating for Your Child Archives - Center for Parent Information and Resources

Trump 2.0: How Much Federal Education Aid Could Your State Lose? (Education Law
Center)

Trump 2.0: How Much Federal Education Aid Does Your School or Congressional District
Receive? (Education Law Center)
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https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/find-your-center/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/category/resource-family-engagement-parent-support/resource-advocating-child/
https://edlawcenter.org/research/trump-2-0-federal-revenue-tool
https://edlawcenter.org/research/trump-2-0-federal-revenue-tool-school-and-congressional-districts/
https://edlawcenter.org/research/trump-2-0-federal-revenue-tool-school-and-congressional-districts/

