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Authors, Educators, and Hosts of the Have You Heard? podcast

Education Law Center, Executive Director

https://www.haveyouheardpodcast.com/


In our home state of New Jersey and in states across the country, we engage in impactful litigation; in-
depth research; extensive policy advocacy and coalition and campaign work; and targeted communications
to expand students’ rights, ensure equitable and adequate school funding systems, and ensure public
funds for education are used to support and strengthen public schools. 

ELC is also tackling several cutting-edge legal issues, including: 

Fighting the Trump administration’s illegal attempts to dismantle the United States Department of
Education, which puts millions of students and federal education funding at risk;
Opposing private school vouchers, including the federal voucher program, with every tool at our
disposal; 
Enforcing the separation of church and state as co-counsel in a lawsuit to prevent Oklahoma from
sponsoring and funding the nation’s first religious charter school; 
Leading the fight for school integration as co-counsel in two novel school desegregation lawsuits in
New Jersey and Minnesota; 
Protecting the freedom to teach and learn by analyzing and monitoring censorship laws that restrict
what is discussed or taught in the classroom; and
Supporting legal efforts to uphold anti-discrimination laws by requiring taxpayer-funded schools in
Maine and Vermont to abide by state laws prohibiting discrimination against LGBTQ+ and other
students.

In addition, ELC partners with and provides technical assistance to state and local organizations
throughout the country. We also provide free legal assistance to hundreds of low-income families in New
Jersey through our Students’ Rights Project.

Visit our website and read our updated Strategic Plan to learn more about our areas of focus. Visit the News
page for up-to-date communications about our work across states and visit the Publications and Research
pages for crucial state and federal advocacy tools. 

For more than 50 years, Education Law Center has worked to ensure all children have the
opportunity to attend safe, inclusive, and well-resourced public schools that help them reach their
full potential—and to make certain that public education remains the foundation of a strong and
thriving democracy. We use six core strategies to execute our mission: community engagement,
research, litigation, policy advocacy, communications, and strategic partnerships. These strategies
work together in a connected and continuous cycle: community engagement and research inform
our advocacy and legal work, and communications and strategic partnerships build public
understanding and the collective power needed to sustain lasting change. 

About Education Law Center 
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Dear Friend of Education Law Center,

Public education is facing unprecedented attacks. Efforts to dismantle the U.S.
Department of Education place millions of students at risk, jeopardize critical
federal education funding, and threaten essential civil rights protections. The
collapse of the Office for Civil Rights has left vulnerable students without
meaningful relief, and unaccountable and often discriminatory private school
voucher programs, including the new federal voucher scheme, are sweeping across
the country, taking vital resources away from public schools that welcome and serve
all students. 

In many states, students either lack the constitutional right to a quality public
education or are unable to enforce the rights they do have. And in nearly every state,
efforts are underway to ban or limit teaching about race, gender, and other topics
essential to understanding our shared history and diversity.

At Education Law Center, we are working every day to preserve public education as
the cornerstone of democracy, ensure that every child has access to an equitable,
inclusive, and diverse learning environment, protect the rights of vulnerable student
groups; and advance social and racial justice. 

The months and years ahead will bring significant challenges, but ELC remains
committed to meeting this moment and continuing the fight.

In the months and years ahead, ELC’s advocacy, technical assistance, and legal
efforts will only grow in urgency. Thank you for standing with us as we work to
defend public schools as vital community pillars and public education as a
cornerstone of our democracy.

With appreciation, 

Robert Kim, Esq.
Executive Director
Education Law Center
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Elizabeth Athos, Esq.
Senior Attorney,

Educational Equity

Danielle Farrie, Ph.D.
Research Director

Wendy Lecker, Esq.
Senior Attorney, School Finance

& Resource Equity

Katrina Reichert, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Nicole Ciullo
Associate Director of 

Policy & Development

Jessica Levin, Esq.
Litigation Director/ Director,
Public Funds Public Schools

Aimee Roche
Intake Coordinator

Kaitlyn Comesañas
Program Associate

Robert Kim, Esq.
Executive Director

Patrick Cremin, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Ann Romero
Finance & Operations Manager

Sharon Krengel
Director of Policy, Strategic

Partnerships & Communications

Theresa Luhm, Esq. 
Director of Finance, Operations,

& Development

Board of Trustees

Alejandra Ceja
Corporate Social Impact Executive

Janel George, Esq.
Associate Professor of Law,

Director, Racial Equity in Education
Law and Policy Clinic, Georgetown Law

Lindsay Heck, Esq.
U.S. Government

Jacqueline Jones, Ph.D.
Former President & CEO,

Foundation for Child Development

Kevin Kelleher
Executive Director,

New Jersey Education Association

Aaron Merkin
Senior Confidential Specialist,

Office of the Executive Director,
National Education Association

Janelle Scott, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair,

University of California at Berkeley

Clifford G. Stewart, Esq.
The Law Office of C. Gregory Stewart

David Long, Esq.
Retired Education Attorney

Hon. Gary Stein (Ret.)
Pashman Stein Walder Hayden

Rebecca Spar, Esq.
Special Education Attorney

Kevin Welner, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Colorado, 

School of Education
(Board Chair)
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Laura Jiménez
Former Director of Grantee Relations,

U.S. Department of Education

Shital C. Shah
Senior Advisor to the 

United Way Worldwide CEO

Hiba Siddiki
Garden State Fellow

Camara Stokes Hudson, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Darlene Nawuridam
Program Assistant



The work we do would not be possible without the

tremendous amount of pro bono support we receive from

lawyers in private practice. We are honored to have worked

in partnership with dozens of law firms across the country.

Supporters

Amalgamated Charitable Foundation
American Federation of Teachers
The Fund for New Jersey
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Great Schools New Jersey
Interest on Lawyers Trust Account
(IOLTA)
MacMillan Family Foundation
National Education Association
Nellie Mae Education Foundation

New Jersey Bar Foundation
New Jersey Education Association
New York State United Teachers
Princeton University
Prudential Financial
Southern Education Foundation
Taub Foundation
Ventus Charitable Foundation
William T. Grant Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

ELC would like to thank the following foundations, corporations and
organizations for their generous support.
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Kevin Welner, Ph.D.
Alejandra Ceja

Janel George, Esq.
Lindsay Heck, Esq.

Laura Jiménez
Jacqueline Jones, Esq.

Kevin Kelleher
David Long, Esq.

Aaron Merkin
Janelle Scott, Ph.D.

Shital C. Shah
Rebecca Spar, Esq.
Justice Gary Stein

Clifford G. Stewart, Esq.

Proud of 
Education Law Center’s 

Work Since 1973
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Jennifer Berkshire
Author, Educator, and Host of the Have You Heard? podcast

Jennifer Berkshire grew up in the Midwest, and while she has long since been
transplanted to the East Coast, she will forever be a Heartlander at heart. She
discovered her love for storytelling while covering a series of bitter labor
battles in her native Illinois in the early 1990s. Grad school couldn’t compare,
and so she forsook academic life for one of an itinerant interviewer. Her
interest in—some would say ‘obsession’ with—public education began in
2006 when she took a job editing the statewide newspaper for AFT
Massachusetts. She would go on to start an irreverent blog called EduShyster,
chronicling the excesses of the education reform movement.

Jennifer writes about the intersection of education and politics for the Nation,
the New Republic, the Baffler, the New York Times, and other publications. She
is the author of three books: More Worlds to Negotiate: John Dunlop and the
Art of Problem Solving; A Wolf at the Schoolhouse Door: The Dismantling of
Public Education and the Future of School (with Jack), and The Education
Wars: A Citizen’s Guide and Defense Manual (also with Jack). She teaches in
the Boston College Prison Education Program and the Education Studies
program at Yale. Follow her on Bluesky.

Panelists
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Jack Schneider
Author, Educator, and Host of the Have You Heard? podcast

Jack Schneider is a scholar, teacher, writer, and activist. In his day job, he is
the Dwight W. Allen Distinguished Professor at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, where he leads the Beyond Test Scores Project. His
academic research broadly examines how educators, policymakers, and the
public develop particular views about what is true, what is effective, and
what is important in education, and he is particularly interested in how
those views can diverge from ground-level reality inside schools and
communities. Much of his work, for instance, looks at how student learning
and school quality are quantified, and details the intended and unintended
consequences of such efforts.

Jack also writes frequently for the public in outlets like the New York Times,
the Nation, and the Atlantic, often making the case that educational reform
is more complex than many of its champions would have us imagine. In his
work with Jennifer—on the podcast and on the page—he has established a
reputation as a defender of public education's core principles, even as he has
been an outspoken critic of racial and economic injustice. As a result, he
tends to be unpopular with those who blame schools for inequality, and he is
generally loathed by free market zealots. Follow Jack on Bluesky.

https://www.haveyouheardpodcast.com/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/culture-war-classroom-teachers/
https://newrepublic.com/article/163507/charter-schools-scary-future
https://thebaffler.com/latest/ed-reform-ate-the-democrats-berkshire
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/21/opinion/democrats-public-education-culture-wars.html
https://www.wolfattheschoolhousedoor.com/
https://www.wolfattheschoolhousedoor.com/
https://educationwarsbook.com/
https://educationwarsbook.com/
https://bsky.app/profile/jenniferberkshire.bsky.social
https://www.haveyouheardpodcast.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/01/opinion/betsy-devos-education.html
https://www.thenation.com/authors/jack-schneider/
https://www.theatlantic.com/author/jack-schneider/
https://bsky.app/profile/jackschneider.bsky.social


on Bluesky @edlawcenter.bsky.social

on Instagram @edlawcenter

on YouTube @edlawcenter

on Facebook @edlawcenter

on TikTok @edlawcenter

on LinkedIn @edlawcenter
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Follow ELC
on Social
Media!
Stay Connected to Receive Our Latest News & Updates

https://bsky.app/profile/edlawcenter.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/edlawcenter/
https://www.youtube.com/@edlawcenter
https://www.facebook.com/edlawcenter
https://www.tiktok.com/@edlawcenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/education-law-center
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SHOP ELC
MERCH!

Visit our store at
https://bit.ly/4tu3RYh

All proceeds benefit 
Education Law Center
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ELC’s Making the Grade 2025
documents persistent disparities
in education funding, both
among and within states, in the
2022-23 school year. The report
warns that fair school funding
policies are especially critical as
states face an uncertain federal
policy landscape.

Read the report, press release,
tools for advocates and technical
appendix here. 

https://edlawcenter.org/research/making-the-grade-2025/


Make a tax-deductible contribution
to ELC to support our work!

If you prefer, you can mail a check, made out
to “Education Law Center,” Attention to:
Darlene Nawuridam, Program Assistant, 

60 Park Place, Suite 300, Newark, NJ 07102.
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https://edlawcenter.networkforgood.com/projects/56713-general-fund
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